
NEXT GENERATION 
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
2017 Florida Legislative Budget Request: $3.53 million

Growth happens on a scale that’s 
larger than we can imagine. It 
happens in fields. It happens in 
people.  Agricultural Education is 
more important than ever. 

A BIG DEAL
Florida’s agriculture, natural resources, and related 
food industries contribute nearly $150 billion 
annually to the state’s economy and remain one of 
the most economically impactful industry sectors 
in Florida. With the world population expected to 
exceed 9 billion by 2050, meeting the food and fiber 
needs of an ever-growing population around the 
globe is a serious and imminent challenge.

Current programs are only able to provide half of the 
employment needed to meet agriculture’s growing 
workforce demands.  Additionally, the shortage 
of agricultural scientists worldwide has reached a 
critical level.

LET’S FIX IT
Agricultural education programs in Florida’s middle 
and high schools are a key link in stimulating student 
interest in agriculture and a proven mechanism 
for connecting talented  high school students to 
academic and career opportunities in the agricultural 
sciences. However, the capacity of these programs 
must be enhanced.

TEACHERS

STUDENTS

$1.28 million in program excellence funds will help 
support over 300 middle/high school programs, 
determined by a number of program success 
indicators unique to agricultural education.

$1 million allotted for additional contract days will 
support our program’s specialized offerings beyond the 
academic year, including conventions, land laboratory 
management, and supervised student projects.

$1 million will expand student career and 
leadership opportunities offered to FFA members 
to all 65,000 students enrolled in agricultural 
education.

Unique to Florida is a leadership facility used to 
host workshop and special events, $250,000 will be 
used to upgrade technology, facilities, and market 
the facility to other groups in order to sustain the 
property.

MILLION

MILLION

MILLION
Not bad for a 

$150 BILLION 
INDUSTRY, 

right?
We’ll break it down for you on the other side...



THE FACTS
 ■ Approx. 300 middle/high school agriscience programs
 ■ Approx. 425 middle/high school agriscience teachers in 

Florida
 ■ 65,000+ middle/high school students enrolled in agriculture 

courses
 ■ Approx. 5% of Florida high school students enrolled in an 

agriculture course in any given year
 ■ Lab and technology-intensive curriculum with variety of 

indoor and outdoor laboratories
 ■ Average funds allocated annually by the local school for 

program operation - $878
 ■ Average annual funds needed per program - $15,537
 ■ 51% of teachers reported a decline in program operating 

funds provided by their schools over the last five years and 
another 37% reported no change

 ■ Agriculture teachers are challenged by large class sizes in 
lab settings (sometimes 35-40+); lack of lab space, tools, and 
equipment; lack of updated curricula; unsafe and outdated 
facilities and equipment; and lack of time for professional 
renewal due to the demands of teaching a highly diverse 
curriculum and managing indoor and outdoor lab facilities

 ■ More than 50,000 B.S.-level U.S. job vacancies annually in 
the food, agriculture, and natural resource sectors with only 
half filled by graduates in these fields

 ■ $148 in billion food, agriculture, and natural resource output 
or sales revenue annually in Florida

 ■ 20.2% of total state employment in food, agriculture, and 
natural resources

 ■ 15.4% of Gross State Product attributed to food, agriculture, 
and natural resources

 ■ Major industry segments include environmental 
horticulture, fruit and vegetable production and processing, 
forestry, and livestock and dairy 

 ■ 30-45 agriculture teacher vacancies each year
 ■ Tremendous pressure on the US food system, due to 

projected population increases by 2030:
 ƕ from 20 to 24 million in Florida (20% increase)
 ƕ from 321 million to 359 million in the US (12% 

increase)
 ƕ from 7.3 billion to 8.5 billion worldwide (16% 

increase)

BOTTOM LINE
In order to strengthen the capacity of our school-based 
agriculture programs, we must:

 ■ Teach more students about agriculture and natural 
resources.

 ■ Improve the condition of our teaching labs and learning 
environments.

 ■ Prepare more agriculture teachers.
 ■ Better support our agriscience teachers through ongoing, 

relevant professional development.
 ■ Increase teacher opportunities to engagement in 

professional development.
 ■ Better prepare youth to lead our food, agriculture, and 

natural resources systems in the decades ahead.

HOW & WHERE
Enhancing Agricultural Education Classrooms and 
Laboratories ($1.28M)

 ■ $1.2 M distributed to middle/high school agricultural 
education programs

 ■ Average allocation of $4,000 to each of 300 
agricultural education programs

 ■ Allocation based on the number of Program 
Excellence Indicators met

 ■ Current budget allocations are <10% of average 
annual instructional need

 ■ Includes $80K for a staff position to implement this 
component

 ■ Funding not allowed to replace existing school 
district funding for these programs

 ■ Funds used to enhance indoor and outdoor 
laboratories and update curricula

Teacher Support for Extended Student Learning ($1M)
 ■ Agriculture students need applied learning 

experiences in community settings
 ■ Additional teacher time is required to develop and 

supervise these experiences
 ■ Funds will support an average of 12-15 additional 

employment days for approximately half of the 
state’s 425 middle/high school agriculture teachers

 ■ Funding not allowed to replace existing agriculture 
teacher salary funds this component

Student Career Success ($1M)
 ■ Career and leadership development emphasized in 

agricultural education
 ■ National FFA is the primary agriculture student 

leadership development program
 ■ Funds will more than double the number of 

middle/high school students involved and affiliate 
all agriculture students with the National FFA 
Organization

 ■ Additional staff positions will be hired to coordinate 
these expanded programs

Enhancing the Leadership Training Center ($250,000)
 ■ Agriculture students need applied learning Year-

round facility that annually serves 15,000 agriculture 
students/youth groups

 ■ Current facility in Haines City needs ongoing 
technology and facility improvements

 ■ Funds will support additional staff positions in 
grants, development and marketing.

This request is supported by Florida Team AgEd, a diverse 
industry and public sector team dedicated to providing 
coordinated and proactive leadership for strengthening 
agricultural education in Florida. 


